
What is a Bozzetto?

Bozzetto  is  a  term of  Italian  origin  referring  to  a  small-scale  draft  model  that  sculptors  prepare
before  producing  their  large-scale  works.  Meaning  "rough  sketch"  or  "raw  model,"  the  bozzetto
represents  the  discovery  stage  where  the  artist  first  embodies  the  idea  in  their  mind  in  three
dimensions. Produced with speed and spontaneity, these models contain the artist's most free and
instinctive expressions.

Materials Used in Bozzetto

Clay, wax, and plaster are generally used in bozzetto production. Clay is one of the most common
choices because it can be shaped quickly, errors can be easily corrected, and its cost is low. Wax is
preferred for  finer  details,  providing high precision on a small  scale.  Bozzetto models  are mostly
left  with  their  unpainted  and  raw  appearances;  this  is  because  the  clarity  of  the  idea  and  the
strength  of  the  composition  are  more  important  in  these  works  than  the  quality  of  the  final
product.

The Place of Bozzetto in Art History

Since  the  Renaissance  period,  bozzetto  production  has  become  an  integral  part  of  professional
sculpture  practice.  Masters  such  as  Michelangelo,  Bernini,  and  Donatello  produced  numerous
bozzettos  before starting their  large projects.  These models  allowed the artists  to  both test  their
own thoughts and reach a preliminary agreement with the patron. Over time, bozzettos began to
gain  value  as  independent  works  of  art;  museums  and  collectors  have  purchased  these  small
models with great enthusiasm.



Relationship Between the Bozzetto and the Final Work

The  relationship  between  the  bozzetto  and  the  final  sculpture  is  extremely  interesting.  It  is  often
observed that  the  spontaneous  and lively  touches  in  the  bozzetto  are  lost  during  the  process  of
transformation into a large-scale work. For this reason, some art critics argue that the raw energy
in  bozzettos  is  more  valuable  than  the  meticulous  craftsmanship  in  the  final  work.  The  prices
Bernini's  bozzettos  reach  at  auctions  support  this  view.  Bozzettos,  also  called  sculpture  sketches,
offer a unique window into the artist's creative process.

Bozzetto Practice Today

In  today's  sculpture  studios,  the  bozzetto  tradition  continues  in  different  forms.  In  addition  to
traditional  clay  and  wax  models,  digital  modeling  software  also  functions  as  a  bozzetto.
Three-dimensional  printing  technology  allows  digital  designs  to  be  quickly  transformed  into
physical prototypes. However, handmade bozzettos cannot be replaced by digital alternatives due
to their organic texture and artist traces; therefore, many master sculptors continue the traditional
bozzetto  practice.  In  our  Heykel.org  studio,  we  do  not  produce  art  with  3D  printers  or  similar
devices; our artist shapes the clay with their own hands.
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