
Van Gogh Museum - Amsterdam, Netherlands

The Van Gogh Museum is located in Amsterdam, the capital of the Netherlands, as one of the most
visited  art  museums in  the  world.  Welcoming approximately  two and a  half  million  visitors  every
year,  this  unique  museum  is  dedicated  to  the  life  and  works  of  Vincent  van  Gogh,  the  greatest
Dutch post-impressionist painter. Managed by the Van Gogh Foundation, which was established to
protect  Van  Gogh's  own  collection  and  legacy,  the  museum  has  been  opening  its  doors  to  art
lovers since 1973.

History of the Van Gogh Museum

The foundations of the museum are based on the legacy of Vincent van Gogh's brother, Theo van
Gogh. Throughout his life,  Vincent gave or left the vast majority of his works to his brother Theo.
Following Theo's early death in 1891, this valuable collection passed into the responsibility of Theo's
wife,  Jo van Gogh-Bonger.  Jo meticulously  protected Vincent's  works and letters  and introduced
them  to  the  world.  Over  the  years,  the  collection  continued  to  grow  and  was  converted  into  a
museum in the 1960s in line with an agreement reached between the Dutch government and the
Van Gogh family. The building, designed by the famous Dutch architect Gerrit Rietveld, opened in
1973, and a new wing designed by Japanese architect Kisho Kurokawa was added in 1999.

The Collection in the Museum

The Van Gogh Museum is the museum that houses the largest number of Van Gogh works in the
world.  The  collection  includes  approximately  200  paintings,  500  drawings,  and  700  letters.  These
works offer the opportunity to follow Van Gogh's artistic development in chronological order. It is
possible  to  clearly  observe  the  transformation  between  the  artist's  early  period  of  dark-toned



Dutch paintings and his late period of French paintings created with vibrant and wild brushstrokes
in this museum. The museum also exhibits the works of other artists who influenced Van Gogh and
were his contemporaries.  Works by important names such as Paul Gauguin,  Georges Seurat,  and
Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec are also included in the collection.

Most Famous Works

Among the most interesting works of the museum, the Sunflowers painting stands out. Sunflowers,
which  Van  Gogh  painted  repeatedly  in  different  periods,  are  among  the  most  recognized
compositions in art history today. Some versions of the Starry Night series are also exhibited in the
museum.  In  addition  to  these,  The  Yellow  House,  The  Bedroom,  Wheatfield  with  Crows,  and  The
Potato Eaters are among the most  valuable works of  the museum. Van Gogh's  self-portraits  are
also  indispensable  parts  of  the  collection.  It  is  known  that  the  artist  made  more  than  35
self-portraits  throughout  his  life,  an  important  part  of  which  is  preserved  in  this  museum  in
Amsterdam.

Architecture and Structure of the Museum

The Van Gogh Museum consists of two separate buildings. The main building was opened in 1973
with the design of Gerrit  Rietveld.  Carrying the influences of the De Stijl  movement,  this  structure
stands out with its simple and functional architecture.  In the four-story main building, Van Gogh's
works  are  exhibited  in  chronological  order.  The  oval-shaped  exhibition  pavilion,  which  opened  in
1999,  was  designed  by  Japanese  architect  Kisho  Kurokawa.  This  modern  structure  is  used
especially for temporary exhibitions and special events.  The two buildings are connected to each
other by an underground corridor. After extensive restoration work carried out in 2015, the museum
gained a more modern and visitor-friendly appearance.

Visitor Experience

The Van Gogh Museum offers its visitors a highly comprehensive experience. The museum features
audio guide services,  interactive touch screens, and digital information points.  Visitors can deeply
learn  about  Van  Gogh's  life,  his  understanding  of  art,  and  the  background  of  his  works.  The
museum shop offers original design products inspired by Van Gogh's works. Museum cafes create
an ideal environment for relaxing after the visit.  Due to high demand, it is of great importance to
buy  tickets  online  in  advance  to  visit  the  museum.  Especially  in  the  summer  months  and  on
weekends, the museum quickly reaches its capacity.

Temporary Exhibitions and Events

In  addition  to  its  permanent  collection,  the  Van  Gogh  Museum  regularly  organizes  temporary



exhibitions. These exhibitions usually focus on artists who influenced Van Gogh, different periods of
his  work,  or  works  produced  by  contemporary  artists  inspired  by  Van  Gogh.  The  museum  also
organizes  special  events,  art  workshops,  and  educational  programs  for  children  and  families.
Special night tours organized annually are also among the most popular events of the museum.

Van Gogh Museum and Amsterdam

The museum is located in Museumplein, the cultural center of Amsterdam. This area, neighboring
the  Rijksmuseum  and  the  Stedelijk  Museum,  constitutes  one  of  Amsterdam's  busiest  tourism
regions. The large green area around the museum is ideal for spending pleasant time before and
after  the  visit.  Easily  accessible  by  tram,  metro,  and  bicycle,  the  museum  is  one  of  the
indispensable  stops  of  an  Amsterdam  visit.  This  museum,  which  sculpture  and  art  enthusiasts
visiting the Netherlands must definitely stop by, is the most comprehensive window opening to the
world of Van Gogh.
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