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Thomas Jefferson was born on April 13, 1743, in Shadwell, Virginia. As one of the most defining
figures in American history, Jefferson is one of those rare individuals who combined the identities
of statesman, diplomat, architect, scientist, and author into a single person. Educated in law at the
College of William and Mary, Jefferson quickly made a name for himself in the political arena and
went down in history as the primary author of the American Declaration of Independence. This
document, which he penned in 1776, represents a turning point not only for America but for the
history of democracy worldwide.

Who is Thomas Jefferson, the Founder of America?

Jefferson's political career was remarkably deep and multi-faceted. After serving in the Virginia
House of Delegates, Jefferson was appointed as the Minister to France, where he had the
opportunity to closely observe political and cultural developments in Europe. Upon his return, he
served as the Secretary of State, and later as Vice President during the presidency of John Adams;
from 1801 to 1809, he led the country as the third president of the United States. The Louisiana
Purchase, executed during this period, nearly doubled the country's land area. Jefferson was also
the founder of the University of Virginia and the architect of Monticello. His views on liberty, the
separation of church and state, and educational freedom form the cornerstones of today's liberal
democracies.

Where is the Thomas Jefferson Memorial Statue?

One of the most significant works immortalizing Thomas Jefferson is the bronze statue figure
located inside the Jefferson Memorial in Washington, D.C. The Statue was designed by the



renowned American sculptor Rudulph Evans and placed inside the memorial in 1947. Standing at an
impressive height of approximately 5.8 meters, this bronze work depicts Jefferson standing,
holding the Declaration of Independence in his hand. The statue was designed with great care to
reflect Jefferson's dignified and determined stance. The bronze material used and the detailed
craftsmanship make the work valuable from both an artistic and historical perspective.

Washington D.C.: A Statue in the Heart of the Capital

The Jefferson Memorial is located on the shores of the Tidal Basin, in one of the most symbolic
spots of the U.S. capital, Washington D.C. Millions of domestic and international visitors come to
Washington every year to see this monument. During the cherry blossom season in spring, the
surroundings of the memorial take on a fairytale appearance, and this scenery becomes one of
the most photographed historical sites worldwide. Washington D.C. is also home to many iconic
structures such as the Lincoln Memorial, Washington Monument, and the Capitol Building. When
considered together, it is clear that the city is not just an administrative center, but also a space of
deep historical memory and identity.

Symbolic Meaning and Legacy of the Statue

The bronze statue of Thomas Jefferson is not merely a work of art; it is also a powerful tool of
symbolic expression. The statue represents freedom, enlightenment, and democratic values. Every
visitor standing before Jefferson's statue can feel his voice through the quotes on the walls and the
meaning-laden expression of his posture. His writings, particularly on religious freedom and the
right to education, remain among the most discussed and cited texts today. This statue is
considered one of the finest examples of how art meets history, architecture meets philosophy,
and bronze meets memoru.

Visitor Information and Practical Details

The Jefferson Memorial is open to visitors 24 hours a day, 7 days a week in Washington D.C., and
admission is free. With its location on the banks of the Tidal Basin, it is easily accessible both on
foot and by metro. The path surrounding the monument becomes a very popular walking route,
especially during the spring months. With its night lighting, the memorial offers a completely
different visual experience after sunset. For any visitor interested in American history and the art of
sculpture, the Jefferson Memorial is an indispensable stop on a Washington D.C. itinerary.
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