
Synonym of Sculpture

Although  the  word  sculpture  is  a  deeply  rooted  and  established  concept  in  Turkish,  various
synonyms or near-synonyms are used to express this concept in different contexts. Understanding
these  concepts  correctly  is  valuable  both  for  discovering  the  richness  of  the  language  and  for
strengthening written and oral communication about the art of sculpture.

Turkish Synonyms for the Word Sculpture

The closest Turkish synonym for the word sculpture is the word yontu. Carving is a word of Turkish
origin and refers to a three-dimensional work of art obtained by carving and shaping stone, wood,
or  similar  hard materials.  In  the Turkish Language Association dictionary,  yontu is  defined as the
exact  equivalent  of  the  word  sculpture.  Another  related  concept  is  the  word  monument.  Abide  is
used  especially  for  large-scale  sculptures  with  monumental  and  historical  significance.  The  word
monument is also a frequently used concept for large-scale sculptures in public spaces. The word
figure is used to describe sculptures, especially in human or animal forms.

Concepts Related to Sculpture

In order to fully comprehend the art of sculpture, it is necessary to know some concepts related to
this word. A bust is a sculpture form that covers only the head and shoulder area. Relief refers to a
type of sculpture carved in relief from a flat surface.  Torso describes a body sculpture without a
head or  limbs.  Installation  covers  contemporary  sculpture  and  object  arrangements  designed  to
establish  a  dialogue  with  a  specific  space.  All  these  concepts  are  terms  that  express  different
dimensions and forms of the art of sculpture.



Equivalents of Sculpture in Other Languages

The  equivalents  of  the  word  sculpture  in  other  languages  also  offer  interesting  clues  to
understanding the cultural dimension of the concept. In English, the words sculpture and statue are
used, and there is a subtle difference in meaning between them. While sculpture defines a broader
artistic  expression,  statue  usually  refers  to  a  sculpture  representing  a  realistic  figure.  In  French,
sculpture and statue are used; in German, Skulptur and Plastik; and in Italian, scultura and statua. In
Arabic, the words timsal and nesb are known as equivalents of sculpture, and it is understood that
the word sculpture in Turkish is also of Arabic origin.

Usage Contexts of the Word Sculpture

The word sculpture is  used in  everyday language in  different  contexts  and with  various  tones of
meaning. When used in an artistic context, it refers to a three-dimensional work of plastic art, while
in  everyday  language,  it  is  occasionally  used  metaphorically  for  a  very  beautiful  and
impressive-looking person. This metaphorical use reveals how strong an aesthetic connotation the
word  sculpture  carries  in  our  language.  Idiomatic  uses  such  as  "beautiful  as  a  sculpture"  or
"standing like a sculpture" reinforce this meaning.
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