Stedelijk Museum - Amsterdam, Netherlands

The Stedelijk Museum, located in Amsterdam, Netherlands, is an international art museum housing
one of the most significant collections of modern and contemporary art. Founded in 1895, the
museum ranks among Europe’'s most prestigious art institutions with a deep-rooted history
spanning over 130 years. Situated on the same square as the Van Gogh Museum and the
Rijksmuseum, the Stedelijk offers a unique destination for those wishing to explore all dimensions
of modern art.

History of the Stedelijk Museum

The history of the Stedelijk Museum dates back to the late 19th century. Established in 1895 through
the initiative of the City of Amsterdam, the museum primarily exhibited decorative and applied arts
in its early years. Starting from the early 20th century, the museum began to pivot toward modern
art, rapidly expanding its collection in this field. After World War Il, the museum became a major
player on the international contemporary art scene. Following extensive renovation and expansion
work in 2012, the museum achieved its current appearance with a modern new wing designed by
Benthem Crouwel Architects. This new structure, striking with its white and rounded lines, is
affectionately nicknamed "the bathtub” by locals.

Collection and Masterpieces

The Stedelijk Museum boasts a massive collection consisting of approximately 90,000 works. This
collection spans many different disciplines, including painting, sculpture, photography, video art,
graphic design, industrial design, and applied arts. The museum’s collection features works by
giants of modernism such as Wassily Kandinsky, Marc Chagall, Kazimir Malevich, Piet Mondrian,



Willem de Kooning, and Jackson Pollock. Additionally, works by leading figures of Pop Art, such as
Andy Warhol, Roy Lichtenstein, and Jasper Johns, form significant parts of the collection. Attaching
special importance to Dutch artists, the museum devotes particularly extensive space to the works
of Piet Mondrian, the founder of the De Stijl movement.

Sculpture Collection

In addition to its painting collection, the Stedelijk Museum holds an extremely valuable sculpture
collection. Works by masters of the art of sculpture, such as Auguste Rodin, Constantin Brancusi,
Alberto Giacometti, and Henry Moore, are featured in the museum's sculpture galleries. In the field
of contemporary sculpture, works by names like Jeff Koons, Louise Bourgeois, and Anish Kapoor
are exhibited. The museum garden also features large-scale sculptures, offering an outdoor
sculpture experience. For those interested in the art of sculpture, the Stedelijk Museum provides a
comprehensive journey from the beginnings of modernism to today's contemporary art.

Design Collection

One of the most important features that distinguishes the Stedelijk Museum from other art
museums is its powerful design collection. The museum houses some of the most significant
industrial and graphic design works of the 20th century. Rietveld’s iconic Red and Blue Chair,
Bauhaus-era furniture, and the most important examples of Dutch graphic design history are
found in this collection. This approach, which questions the boundaries between design and art,
places the museum in a unique position within the art world.

Temporary Exhibitions and Events

The Stedelijk Museum organizes major temporary exhibitions throughout the year. Retrospective
exhibitions of internationally recognized artists, thematic group shows, and platform exhibitions
supporting young artists form the core components of the museum’s program. The museum also
hosts various events such as performance art, film screenings, concerts, and panels. Within the
framework of educational programs, workshops and guided tours are organized for children,
teenagers, and adults.

Visitor Information

The Stedelijk Museum is located in Amsterdam'’s Museumplein district, neighboring the Van Gogh
Museum and the Rijksmuseum. Easily accessible by tram, metro, and bicycle, its proximity to the
city center makes it one of the easiest stops to include in an Amsterdam itinerary. The museum is
open to visitors every day, and purchasing online tickets in advance is recommended. There is a
cafeteria and a shop inside the museum. For sculpture enthusiasts interested in modern and



contemporary art, the Stedelijk Museum offers one of Amsterdam'’s richest and most inspiring art
experiences.
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