Sardar Patel Statue - India - Ahmedabad

Located in the Narmada Valley of Gujarat, overlooking the Sardar Sarovar Dam, the Statue of
Unity is a colossal monument that holds the title of the tallest statue in the world, representing one
of the greatest sculpting projects in human history. Reaching a height of 182 meters—nearly twice
the height of the Statue of Liberty—this work was inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
October 31, 2018, redefining India’'s architectural and cultural presence on the global stage.
Including its base, the structure reaches a total height of 240 meters. It was constructed using 1,700
tons of bronze plates, a steel frame, and concrete, designed to withstand winds of up to 180
kilometers per hour and earthquakes measuring 6.5 on the Richter scale.

Who is Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel? Information About the Statue

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel was born in 1875 in Nadiad, Gujarat; he was a legendary statesman who
served as India's first Home Minister and Deputy Prime Minister, successfully unifying over 560
princely states into a single national fabric after independence. Known as the "Iron Man of India,”
Patel forms the founding trinity of independent India alongside Gandhi and Nehru. The diplomatic
mastery and determination he displayed during the integration of the princely states constitute
one of the most fundamental conditions for the existence of modern India. The statue's height of
182 meters consciously matches the number of seats in the Gujarat Legislative Assembly, serving
as a tribute to democratic representation. Every year, October 31 is celebrated as National Unity
Day in memory of Patel.

Artistic Features and Sculptor of the Statue

The design responsibility for the Statue of Unity was entrusted to India’s most distinguished



sculptor, Ram V. Sutar. Sutar was the architect of the chosen design after a team of historians,
artists, and academics studied statues of Patel across the country. During the construction process
undertaken by Larsen & Toubro, Sutar worked closely with engineers and designers to maintain
proportional accuracy and human expression, personally providing artistic supervision for the
project well into his 90s. The statue depicts Patel in a walking pose, with a determined and calm
stance, powerfully conveying the figure's authority through traditional shawl and dhoti garments
without resorting to exaggeration. A museum within the statue exhibits Patel's life and
contributions, and the viewing gallery at 153 meters offers panoramic views of the Narmada River
and surrounding mountains. Holding the title of the world's tallest statue, this work surpasses the
Spring Temple Buddha in China by 54 meters.
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