Marino Marini - Italian Sculptor

Marino Marini is one of the most original and consistent voices of 20th-century Italian sculpture.
Born in 1901 in Pistoia, Tuscany, Marini completed his sculpture education in Florence and
developed his unique language by drawing inspiration from early Italian art, particularly the
Etruscan and archaic Greek traditions. The horse and rider is the central theme that Marini
explored repeatedly throughout his career; the relationship, union, and separation of these two
figures serve as both the starting point and the inexhaustible source of his artistic universe.
However, Marini’s horse and rider theme is not a mere iconographic choice; it is a profound
metaphor investigating man’s relationship with nature, power, and ultimately, his own fragility.

Who is Marino Marini? Famous Sculptures and Works

Marini’s horse and rider series underwent a continuous transformation over several decades. In his
early works, the rider masterfully controls the horse; the figure is balanced, strong, and confident.
However, in the following decades, especially after the devastation of World War 1, this balance
begins to disintegrate. The rider is depicted slipping backward, arms spread helplessly, while the
horse appears out of control. This evolution is not just a formal change; it is a visual narrative of
the loss of control and despair experienced by modern man. The Marino Marini Museum in Milan
houses the artist's most comprehensive collection, offering the opportunity to follow this
transformation chronologically. Another significant Marini collection is also located in Florence.

Marini also produced exceptionally successful and original works in the field of portrait busts.
Portraits of leading artists and intellectuals of the time, such as Igor Stravinsky, Marc Chagall, and
Henry Miller, reveal how sharp Marini’'s perception of personality was. While these busts aim for
physiognomic resemblance, their primary goal is much deeper: to capture the inner world, spiritual
weight, and existential stance of the subject. This objective elevates the portrait far beyond a



simple study of likeness.

Contribution to the Art of Sculpture and Legacy

Marino Marini passed away in Viareggio in 1980. The legacy he left behind forms one of the most
authentic and consistent narratives of 20th-century Italian sculpture. Looking forward while
drawing inspiration from archaic traditions, Marini conveyed the trauma created by war and
modernity through a personal yet universal language, securing a unique and unmistakable place in
the history of sculpture. Each new interpretation of the horse and rider is a fresh answer to
humanity’s ongoing question: Are we still the masters of our own lives, or have we already begun
to fall?
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