
Mao Zedong Statue - China - Changsha

Rising on Orange Isle  in  the middle of  the Xiang River  in  Changsha,  the capital  of  China's  Hunan
province,  the young Mao Zedong statue is  far beyond a mere political  monument;  it  is  a portrait
etched in stone of an era, an ideology, and one of history's most controversial figures. This massive
granite head statue, standing 32 meters tall, captures Mao's young and determined appearance in
1925,  depicting him not  with  the usual  statesman image,  but  with  his  excited and idealistic  youth.
The craftsmanship that gives the feeling of his hair blowing in the wind, his smooth and dynamic
facial features, and the overall composition of the statue leave visitors with both amazement and a
deep  impact.  Changsha  has  gone  down in  history  as  the  city  where  Mao spent  his  youth,  where
communist thought sprouted, and where his political identity was shaped.

Who is Mao Zedong? Information About His Statue

Mao Zedong was born in 1943 in Hunan province; he was the founder of the Communist Party of
China and the first leader of the People's Republic of China. Ruling China from 1949 until his death
in 1976,  Mao has been the focus of  both deep respect and great controversy throughout history.
His bond with Changsha is extremely strong; he received his sculpture education here in his youth,
organized here, and reinforced his commitment to communist ideology here. Orange Isle is known
as the place where Mao swam in the Xiang River  with his  friends in  his  youth,  dreamed idealistic
dreams, and wrote his famous poem dedicated to the city of Changsha. The line asking, "Who will
rule the rise and fall of the vast lands?" creates a historical unity of meaning with the island where
the statue is located.

Artistic Features and Construction Process of the Statue



The  young  Mao  Zedong  statue  was  brought  to  life  as  a  comprehensive  project  initiated  by  the
Hunan People's Government in 2007 and completed in 2009. More than 800 tons of granite were
specially sourced from Fujian province and used in the construction of this monumental work. The
dimensions  of  the  statue  are  also  loaded  with  symbolic  meanings:  the  length  of  83  meters
symbolizes Mao's age at death, the width of 41 meters represents the number of years he led the
Communist  Party  from  the  Zunyi  Conference  until  his  death,  and  the  height  of  32  meters
symbolizes  Mao's  age  when  he  wrote  his  poem  to  Changsha.  This  mathematical  symbolism  is  a
striking example of the tradition of layering meaning unique to Chinese monumental sculpture. This
giant  work,  which  entered  the  world  agenda  with  an  estimated  cost  of  300  million  dollars,  has
become the most recognized symbol of Changsha today, although it caused controversy in some
circles.
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