Kunstmuseum Basel - Basel, Switzerland

In the Swiss city of Basel on the banks of the Rhine, within the historic city center between
Barfusserplatz and Marktplatz, one of the world's oldest and most respected art institutions
welcomes its visitors: the Kunstmuseum Basel. Known as the Basel Art Museum, this institution owns
a unique legacy dating back to 1661 and is considered among the world's oldest continuously
accessible public art collections. This centuries-old continuity transforms the museum from a mere
exhibition space into a deeply valuable site for reflecting on the history of institutional art
museology. With a rich spectrum ranging from the Holbein collection to Cézanne, Van Gogh, and
Picasso, the Kunstmuseum Basel is the undisputed titan of Swiss art tourism.

Depth of the Collection and Featured Works

The collection of the Kunstmuseum Basel is spread across three main buildings. The Main Building
(Hauptbau), the New Building (Neubau), and the Contemporary Building (Gegenwart) bring
different periods and artistic perspectives under their roofs. The works of Hans Holbein the
Younger form one of the museum'’s most precious sections; the deep historical bond between Basel
and Holbein makes this one of the premier museums in the world to view the works of this
Swiss-German master in such breadth. Holbein's portraits strikingly convey the sharp interest in
human observation characteristic of the 16th-century Northern Renaissance. Furthermore, works
by Cranach, Grunewald, and various Flemish masters enrich the museum'’s Medieval and Early
Modern period collections.

When it comes to Impressionism and Modernism, the Basel collection again possesses
extraordinary strength. Multiple important canvases by Cézanne, exquisite works by Van Gogh and
Gauguin, and a comprehensive representation of Picasso make the museum owner of one of the
most powerful modernism collections in Europe. The presence of these works in Basel is no



coincidence; the city's central position in the international art market—shaped by the Art Basel
fair—has contributed to the collection through significant donations and acquisitions over decades.

Where is the Kunstmuseum Basel: Location and Information

The Kunstmuseum Basel is located on St. Alban-Graben Street and is within walking distance of the
Basel city center. It can be reached in approximately ten minutes by tram from the Basel SBB train
station. The museum is closed on Mondays and open regularly on other days. Since access
between the three buildings is possible with the same ticket, seeing the entire collection in a single
day is theoretically possible; however, given the density of the collection, two separate visits
provide a more fruitful experience. Every year during the Art Basel fair, the museum becomes the
focal point of the city's art agenda with special exhibitions and events; during this period, booking
tickets in advance is strictly recommended.

Significance for Tourism and Cultural Heritage

The Kunstmuseum Basel is one of the strongest points on Switzerland's cultural tourism map. Along
with the Art Basel fair, Fondation Beyeler, and the Vitra Design Museum, Basel has become one of
the most intensive art tourism destinations worldwide. For visitors interested in Holbein and the
Northern Renaissance, Impressionism, Early Modernism, and Contemporary Art, this museum holds
a wealth of content that could not be presented with the same quality and intensity anywhere else
in the world. The fact that a small Swiss city hosts such a massive art collection makes Basel one of
the most surprising and rewarding destinations in the European art world.
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