Belvedere - Vienna, Austria

Rising in the southern part of Vienna in the center of a sprawling garden and representing one of
the most elegant examples of Baroque palace architecture in Europe, the Belvedere offers a
unique experience in terms of both its architectural beauty and the art collection it houses. It is not
just a single building, but a complex consisting of the Upper Belvedere, the Lower Belvedere, and
the magnificent French garden between them. Built at the beginning of the 18th century for Prince
Eugene of Savoy, this magnificent palace complex is today home to one of Austria’s most
important art collections. And the indisputable centerpiece of this collection is a painting for which
the vast majority of visitors travel to Vienna specifically to see: Gustav Klimt's "The Kiss."

Where is the Belvedere Museum: Location and Information

The Belvedere is located on Prinz-Eugen-Strasse in Vienna's 3rd district. It can be easily reached by
walking from the Taubstummengasse station on the U1 metro line or by taking the D tram line.
While the Upper and Lower Belvedere have separate tickets, combined ticket options are also
available. The Upper Belvedere houses the most comprehensive collection of Austrian art, while the
Lower Belvedere is used for historic reception rooms and the Baroque Museum. In the spring and
summer months, the French garden is a destination in itself; symmetrical pools, sculpture groups,
and geometric plant arrangements offer a visual feast worthy of being photographed from every
angle.

To see Klimt's "The Kiss,” the first floor of the Upper Belvedere is enough; but missing the other
works on this floor would be a great loss. Egon Schiele's figurative works and Oskar Kokoschka's
expressionist portraits present the most powerful examples of the Vienna Secession movement
and Viennese Modernism together. These three names—Klimt, Schiele, and Kokoschka—are the
figures who represent the golden age of Viennese art and make the Belvedere the strongest



institutional witness to this era.

Breadth of the Collection: A Journey from the Barogue to the Present

The Belvedere collection is not limited to Viennese Modernism; it presents Austrian art in the most
comprehensive way across a wide chronological spectrum extending from the Middle Ages to the
21st century. This journey, starting with medieval religious sculptures and panel paintings, passes
through the magnificent compositions of the Baroque period and reaches the intimate and warm
daily scenes of the Biedermeier era. The works of Ferdinand Georg Waldmuller, the most
recognized name of this period, bring the unique warmth of Viennese bourgeois life to the present
day. The contemporary art section provides a final point for the collection that engages in a
dialogue with the present.

Significance for Tourism and Cultural Heritage

The Belvedere consistently ranks among the most visited museums in Vienna annually. Klimt's "The
Kiss" alone holds a magnetic force that draws millions of visitors to Vienna, and seeing the original
of this work is a shared dream for art enthusiasts from all over the world. However, reducing the
Belvedere to just that one painting would be a great injustice to the rest of the collection. For those
who want to experience the most comprehensive chronological presentation of Austrian art within
a Baroque architectural masterpiece, the Belvedere remains an essential stop on any visit to
Vienna.
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